
Completing the East Coast Greenway 
in Simsbury

March 30, 2023



Public Meeting Agenda
• WELCOME – Tom J. Roy PE, Director of Public Works

• INTRODUCTION – First Selectman Wendy G. Mackstutis

• EAST COAST GREENWAY CONTEXT – Bruce Donald, ECG Alliance

• PROJECT GOALS and TRAIL ROUTE ALTERNATIVES – VHB

• GENERAL Q & A



Multi-Agency Effort

Managing Agency:

Consultant Team:

Partner Agencies & 
Organizations:

State
CT DOT
CT DEEP

Federal
National Park Service

Municipal
Town of Simsbury

Town of Bloomfield
City of Hartford

Town of East Hartford

NGO
East Coast Greenway Alliance

Riverfront Recapture
The iQuilt Partnership



Introduction



East Coast Greenway

Maine to Florida:

greenway.org

*Approximately 1,000 miles off-road today



12-mile study area 
gap – Simsbury, 

Bloomfield, 
Hartford, and East 

Hartford

By 2027 - 63% 
Completion 
Statewide

~150 mi between 
New Haven and RI 

state line
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Project Goals
• Regional Connection to the Farmington Canal Heritage 

Trail and East Coast Greenway route for walking, running, 
and bicycling

• Preferred option to be an off-road route that young 
children would be comfortable riding a bike

• Connection to local parks and recreation opportunities

• Link to the Tariffville Elementary School

• Connection to nearby businesses

• Well-designed and attractive trail infrastructure

• Environmental stewardship of Farmington River



Existing ECG Off-Road Route



Study Area

B

A



Alignment 
Options Studied

DRAFT



Alignment 
Options Studied 
…and Ruled Out

DRAFT
X

Option 1 removed due to:
• Too much out-of-direction 

travel (longest option)
• Floydville Rd. / Holcomb 

traffic and topography
• High cost of 2 new crossings 

of Farmington River and 1 
bridge over local roadway

X



Alignment 
Options Studied 
…and Ruled Out

DRAFT
X

Option 1A removed due to:
• Too much out-of-direction travel
• Floydville Rd. traffic and topography
• Relatively narrow road shoulders on 

existing bridge

X
X



Alignment 
Options Studied 
…and Ruled Out

DRAFT
X

Option 2A removed due to:
• Potential impact to 

wetlands adjacent to the 
Farmington River

• Out-of-direction travel, 
especially for pedestrians

X
XX



Alignment 
Options Studied 
…and Ruled Out

DRAFT
X

X

X
Option 3B removed due to:
• Potential negative impact to 

wetlands adjacent to the 
Farmington River

• Complex, time-consuming 
permitting for the needed 
boardwalks and river bridges

XX



Alignment 
Options Studied 
…and Ruled Out

DRAFT
X

X

X

X
Option 4/4A removed due to:
• Topographical challenges 

when connecting with Rte. 
315 at the south end 

• Visual impact to residential 
properties along Hayes Rd.

X

X

X



Draft Alignment Alternatives

Alternative 2
Alternative 3A

Alternative 3

DRAFT



1934 Aerial Image



Draft Alignment Alternative 2



Draft Alignment Alternative 2



Draft Alignment Alternatives

Alternative 2
Alternative 3A

Alternative 3

DRAFT



Draft Alignment Alternative 3/3A

Rte. 315 Current 
Conditions



Draft Alignment Alternative 3/3A

Rte. 315 DRAFT 
Side Path Concept



Draft Alignment Alternative 3/3A

Rte. 315 Potential Revised Alignment



Draft Alignment Alternative 3/3A



Draft Alignment Alternative 3

Farmington Riverbank Current Conditions Farmington Riverbank DRAFT Path Concept



NEXT STEPS: Alternatives Analysis

Evaluation framework utilized for Gap Closure 
Trail Study, Plainville, CT (VHB)



NEXT STEPS: Recommendations

CAD concept graphics for bike improvements in New Canaan, CT  (FHI Studio) GIS map book for Gap Closure Trail 
Study  (VHB)



Online Engagement

crcog.org/capitol-region-ecg-study 

mailto:https://crcog.org/capitol-region-ecg-study/
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Mark Jewell, AICP 
mjewell@vhb.com

Parker Sorenson, PE
FHI

Caitlin Palmer
CRCOG

Thank You!
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